
AI-Powered Learning: Blending AI with Active Learning in the 
Information Literacy Classroom

Kevin Reagan & Wilhelmina Randtke

Georgia International Conference on Information Literacy 

April 19th, 2024



Abstract

The ACRL Framework for Information Literacy in Higher 
Education was a response to more voluminous and less reliable 
information. Existing lesson plans for teaching the ACRL 
Framework are readily transferable to teaching research and AI 
in a world where online content is written by AI, hallucinations 
and all.  This presentation steps through existing published 
lesson plans for teaching the frames (with citations and links!), 
and applies these lesson plans to teaching AI.



ACRL Framework: A Long History, Lots of 
Lesson Plans

● Predecesor: Information Literacy 
Competency Standards for Higher 
Education  (2000)

● Adopted in 2016 
● Set up dispositions for students: 

information literacy as a process 
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Misinformation, content farms, and artificial 
intelligence

The ACRL Framework was designed to 
address voluminous information and 
misinformation: “[T]he rapidly changing 
higher education environment, along with 
the dynamic and often uncertain 
information ecosystem in which all of us 
work and live, require new attention to be 
focused on foundational ideas about that 
ecosystem.” (ACRL, 2016, 7).
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The ACRL Framework

The Frames:

● Authority Is Constructed and Contextual
● Information Creation as a Process
● Information Has Value
● Research as Inquiry
● Scholarship as Conversation
● Searching as Strategic Exploration

WordArt.com, CC0, via Wikimedia 
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Cookbooks & Toolboxes = Lesson Plans Galore 

https://sandbox.acrl.org/
https://acrl.libguides.com/c.php?g=651675&p=4571135


Strategies for teaching artificial intelligence in 
the classroom

1. Acceptance: AI is here to stay  - 1956 
2. Identify why and how students are likely 

to use AI in your classroom 
3. Deploy active learning activities to 

encourage the ethical use of AI 
4. Use HuggingChat: Does not require login
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Hugging Chat

https://huggingface.co/chat/


Authority is Constructed & Contextual & 
Information Creation as a Process

● ZODIAC Test  (Reagan, 2024a). 
● Hidden Layer:  Intellectual Privacy and Generative AI 

(Hartman-Caverly, 2023).
● Card games to teach how machine learning algorithms 

work (Bell & Talboom, 2023) 
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Searching as Strategic Exploration & 
Research as Inquiry

● Search tools comparison (Fitzgibbons, 
2023).

● Teaching prompt engineering with an 
analogy to shooting pool (Nesbitt & 
Stilwell, 2023).

● The Case of the Unsolved Hallucination 
(Reagan, 2024a).

Artificial intelligence generated images of 
hands made by Dall-E 2 and featuring 
hallucinated extra fingers.



Scholarship as Conversation & 
Information Has Value

● AI Prompt Engineering (Reagan, 2024d)
● Building Confidence in using AI to Generate 

Citations/Humans v. AI (Reagan, 2024b)
● AI & Personal Information: An 

Investigation(Reagan, 2024c) 
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Disclaimer: Digital Divide & AI Divide

Alan Turin9, CC BY-SA 4.0 
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Think-Pair-Share

Think of a lesson plan you commonly 
implement in your IL classroom. Think of 
strategies to connect the lesson to AI 
literacy. Bonus: How might you 
incorporate AI into the lesson? 
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Continuing the Conversation

We are interested in collecting more lesson plans using 
the ACRL Framework, which are easily adaptable to 
teaching artificial intelligence.  If you have any to share, 
feel free to email us at kreagan@georgiasouthern.edu 
or wrandtke@georgiasouthern.edu to share.
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